W

LEATHERS

Glossary M-Z

MILLING: The process by which tanned hides are tumbled

in rotating drum s using a combination of heat and a
misting of water to soften the hand or enhance the grain.

NAKED LEATHER: Leather that has been aniline-dyed
in the drum and then topcoated with aniline dyes devoid
of oil-based pigments. Naked leathers are pure and
transparent but are less well-protected against staining
and fading than semi-aniline leathers.

NATURAL GRAIN: Leather whose grain has not been
altered in any way, such as by buffing, applying
pigments or embossing, revealing the natural
appearance of the grain.

NUBUCK: Full-grain, aniline-dyed leather that is buffed
to create a soft and velvety nap.

PATINA: A surface luster that develops on pure
anilines and nubucks, which grows more beautiful with
use and the passing of time.

PIGMENT: An oil based coloration applied superficially
to the surface of leather. Opaque and insoluble in
water, it provides color and uniformity, as well as extra
protection to the surface of the leather.

PLATING: The process of producing a smooth grain
surface on leather by pressing it under a pressurized,
heated metal plate.

PURE ANILINE: Leather which receives its only color
from aniline dyes and exhibits natural markings and
characteristics.

SEMI-ANILINE: Leather which has been aniline dyed,
incorporating a small quantity of pigment in the
topcoat, not so much as to conceal the natural
characteristics of the hide, but affording additional
protection.
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SPLITTING: The process of dividing a hide horizontally
into layers. A cowhide typically can be split into three
usable layers, the top layer known as the skin or grain
surface, and the center and bottom splits known as
suede.

SUEDE: The horizontal split of a leather hide, usually
with a velvet-like nap. Typically, suede hides average
18 square feet.

TANNING: The process of stabilizing perishable raw
hides by the use of tanning materials into the
permanent form of leather. This is known as the
preservation process.

TIPPING: The process of applying a contrasting color
to the raised area of an embossed hide, usually applied
with a roller.

VEGETABLE TANNING: The conversion of raw hides
into leather by soaking in tannins extracted from trees
and plants mixed with water. The result is leather that
has greater body and firmness than chromium-tanned
leather.
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