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Demand Italian. Specify Cortina.

Hide Size
Average Hide Diagrams

CALFSKIN 
Average Size: 28-32 s.f.

COWHIDE
Average Size: 50-55 s.f. 

Since leather is a natural material and each hide is unique, these dimensions represent average 
hide sizes and shapes. I f specific cut sizes are required, please call Customer Service.

The industry-wide formula for converting fabric yardage to leather square footage is one linear
yard of 54" wide fabric  equals 18 square feet of leather, based on  hides averaging 50 to 55 s.f.
Due to the irregular shape of the hides, there will always be a certain amount of waste; this 
formula takes waste into account.

When using hides smaller than 50 s.f., the manufacturer should be consulted to determine 
whether more leather is   required due to decreased yield from smaller hides and/or whether
seams will be necessary to upholster the piece.
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Demand Italian. Specify Cortina.

Hide Size
Average Hide Diagrams

HAIR-ON
Cavallo, Laser Cavallo, Laser Lace
Average Size: 25 s.f.

EMBOSSED LEATHERS (half-hides)
Campania, Calabria, Comma, Flamingo, 

Futura Embossed, New Forest Rose,
Struzzo, Zigrino

SUEDE
Chamois, Chamois Maxi, 
Chamois Romina, Velluto
Average Size: 16-18 s.f.
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Demand Italian. Specify Cortina.

Hide Size
Calculating Leather Requirements

By industry standards, one running yard of fabric = 18 s.f. of leather. Although there are actually 
13.5 s.f. in a running yard that is 54" wide, the additional 4.5 s.f. in the formula accounts for the 
waste factor, since hides are irregularly shaped. The term "usable square feet" already takes into 
account the waste factor, so that it is unnecessary to add to the amount required.

The following example demonstrates why six (6) 24" x 24" seat cushions require 54 s.f. of leather 
rather than 24 s.f. ( 6 cushions x 4 s.f.).

Example: 6 Chair Seats, 24" x 24", each requiring 1/2 yard  of fabric
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2 chairs per yard of fabric
Total: 3 yards

18 s.f. per yard of fabric
3 yards x 18 = 54 s.f.
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